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Official Publication of the Kissel Kar Klub
c/o Hartford Heritage Inc., 147 N. Rural Street
Hartford, WI 53027
Telephone: (414) 673-7999

MUSEUM UPDATE

I'm sure that all of you have seen the articles in the
Antique Automobile Quarterly and in 0ld Cars Weekly in reference
to the museum here in Hartford. We have had excellent co-operation
from both publications and in particular, 0ld Cars Weekly.
It certainly is a help to us for hobby publications to print
our press releases, and we sincerely thank them.

Well, we did make it through the winter which was a critical
period of time considering the high cost of electricity and
with, of course, the wonderful Wisconsin heating bills. Winter did
deplete some of our reserve. Our visitation has certainly been
pleasing. Considering that we are so very new, we did manage
‘to have approximately 4,000 people visit the museum since we
opened. In fact, we had more than 600 people attend during
the first quarter of the year, “which in Wisconsin is not the
best time of the year to be traveling!

We have joined forces with the Manitowoc Maritime Museum
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and the fabulous EAA Museum in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin, to do advertising and marketing to capture the bus
tour trade. Our three museums represent land, sea, and air,
and are within one hour between locations.

When the museum first opened, we had 45 cars. We had a
few extra during the car show when some of you were here, but
that is where we started. Presently we have 76 beautiful automobiles
and trucks on display including 13 of those excellent Kissels.
Due to donations by Kissel Kar Klub members and others, the
museum now owns three complete Kissel vehicles. The following

is a list of Kissel Kar Klub members that have made various
donations in 1986.

CAR DONORS
“ 1921 Kissel - donated by Fred and Beatrice Schauer.
1930 Kissel - donated by Dr. Frederick Simeone.
v~ 1926 Kissel - unrestored, donated by Robert Troller.
1930 American Austin - dqhéted by Delyle Beyer.

1902 Rambler - donated by Chester Krause.
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MUSEUM UPDATE CONT.

CASH DONORS

We received the following cash donations
ranging from $10 to over $1,000 from M.
B. Belden, Dave Lanning, H. R. Davis, Joseph
Antrim, Edward King, Diane Trumpp, Earl
Young, Robert Troller, Bud Striegel, Delyle
Beyer, Frederick Schauer, Carl Messer,
and Robert Collins.

DONATIONS OF OTHER ITEMS

Equipment, parts, and artifacts from
Dave Lanning, Robert Troller, E. Ann Klein,
Lyn Schuette, Delyle Beyer, Eugene Husting,
Robert E. Kissel, Robert E. Kissel oSS
Edmund Gibes, Ralph Dunwoodie, H. R. Davis,
and David Wolbrink.

(Hope we didn't miss anybody!)

All of the above were donated by Kissel Kar Klub members.
We also did receive donations both in cash and artifacts from
other people across the country.

Our donations of artifacts have been excellent. Our donations
of cash have been a little bit on the low side, however, I'm
sure that this will be changing in the future as we become able

to qualify for private and public foundation grants. This museum
is here to stay.

NEEDED ITEMS

It has become apparent that some areas of the museum cannct
be seen as clearly as we would like from a standpoint of security.
I ask for anyone that may have closed circuit black and white
TV equipment that is no longer being utilized, yet is operational
and interesting in donating it, to call us.

We would also like to record and play music from the 20's
through the 50's as background music for the museum. Consequently,
we are also looking for a large tape recorder system similar
to what Muzak uses or radio stations, where an 8 hour tape can
be placed on the machine.

We are also looking for some type of a sign maker. Museums
use a tremendous amount of signs. There is a lot of equipment
available on the market. What we have been using will get us
by, however, we would like to have a more professional display

area if possible. A regular sign making machine would be most
ideal. ‘ 4
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NEEDED ITEMS CONT.

These items, of course, are something that can wait. However,
we felt it might be a good idea to ask. There may be some Kissel
Kar Klub members out there that may have access to this type
of equipment.,

CARS -~~~ BOUGHT AND SOLD

The following is some activity in Kissel sales and purchases:
Frederick and Beatrice Schauer of Wisconsin purchased Henry
Reimers '21 Kissel and donated that to the museum.

LW Arthur Spanjar of Wisconsin had a Kissel Speedster that

originally was one of Gene Husting's. It was recently sold
to Mr. Koller of Washington, D.C. Arthur Spanjar still has
some parts available for sale.

Robert Collins of Wisconsin bought Dick Braund's Speedster
recently. It is being completely restored and should be on
the road very, very shortly.

M. 1972

Mark Kisiel of Massachusetts bought the Semi-Racer that
was at auction in Las Vegas this past April. He also informs
us that the former Speedster owned by Johnson of Wisconsin,
more recently by his daughter of Las Vegas, was sold at auction.
However, we do not yet know the new owner.

Rick Guriel, as far as I know, still has a Kissel available
for sale.

I recently saw in 0ld Cars Weekly, a 1928 Kissel White
Eagle Brougham, model 8-90, in California for sale. Also Mr.
Lohnes in Union, Maine, still has his vehicle available for
sale. Henry Schwister of Wisconsin has his 1924 Kissel which
is presently located in the museum available for sale. Alvin
Kieft's Enclosed Speedster is also available.

Do you know of anything else bought or sold, or of any
other Kissels that we may not have listings of? We certainly
try to keep the roster of Kissels in as good as order as possible,
but we don't know what you sold, bought, or heard of unless
you let us know.

If you wish any further details, please contact us.

ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Kissel Kar Klub will again coincide
with the Chamber of Commerce 0ld Car Show which is scheduled

r
%

The Kisselgraph Page 3 May 1987



Page U

ANNUAL MEETING CONT.

for August 15th and 16th. The Klubs annual meeting will be

held August 15th, in the museum itself at approximately 7:00

P.M. Last year the meeting was very well attended with between
40 - 50 people. We certainly hope that more will be able to
come this year. To those of you that are planning on attending
the car show, please bring your Kissel automobile with you.

It will be displayed within the museum itself with full security.
We certainly appreciate a good turn out of Kissels.

We are making an effort to have a special guest speaker
which we have interviewed just recently. She was the former
secretary to George and Will Kissel and has many stories that
she can relate to the group of the Kissel Company and thereafter.

As always good food, camaraderie, and a good time will
be had by all that attend the annual meeting.

NEWSPAPER AR T-T:C.LyE:S AND PICTURES

Along with this newsletter you will find quite a few copies of
articles on Kissel which were printed in our local newspaper from
1906. We haven't quite completed all of the articles since we do
want to cover through 1931. The old newspapers are available here
through Kissel Kar Klub member, Mike Schuetz. We felt that it would
be important to pull these articles from the newspapers. There are
things to be learned about Kissel, its formation, and its vehicles,
from these articles. We certainly cannot guarantee the accuracy of
these articles because it is a newspaper, but they are well written
local articles with local color. Also included with the newsletter
this year are pictures of what the inside of the museum looks like.
I certainly hope that when you're in the Hartford area you spend

some time with us and go through our collection of articles and
automobiles.

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIZPS

Recently the board of directors of the museum set up a lifetime
membership program which provides access to the museum at no cost
and access for special events. This lifetime membership is priced
at $1,000 in cash or in donations.

The board has also authorized the setting up of a plaque for

donors in the $10,000 and $25,000 brackets. I hope that many
of you might consider becoming a lifetime member.

The Kisselgraph Page 4 May 1987



Page 5

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIPS CONT.

If all of the Kissel Kar Klub members made a donation of
at least $25 it would certainly help to insure the maintenance
of this museum. As you know, there has never been a formal
dues structure since the start of the klub. It has always been
covered by donations of individuals. The museum is now the
recipient of donations and the Kissel Kar Klub operates as a
division of the museunm, therefore, donations made to the museum
help to cover costs involved in telephone calls, newsletters,
to help people restore their Kissels, to find Kissels that are
available for sale, and to maintain the roster of members.

Please give it your deepest consideration to send $25 or
more. It will be genuinely appreciated.
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Last week Wednesday the Minneapollis representalive of
the company entered ona of the Kissel Kars in a hill climbing
contest in thal ecity. The Kissel Kar finished third, coming
in 1} seconds behind the winner, or a trifle less than hall
of car's length. The winner was a forty horsepower Packard,
a $3,000 machine, and the second a Locomobile, a forty horse

ear, costing $3,000, At least twenty other cars were entered
in the contest.

The Kissel Kar is entered for the reliability run next
Saturday from Milwaukee to Madison and return, a total distance of
180 miles. The car 1s to be driven by George A. Kissel of
this eity who wlll probably be accompanied by Mr. Tarkington.

The car is to be a regularly equipped car, now at the factory,
which wiil be delivered immediately after the run, to H. L.

Knight of Chicago. It is a handsome red car and will be aeen

on our streets Friday, on whieh day it is to be taken to Milwaukee
for the run. The start ia to be made at seven from Milwaukee,

and [ive hours are glven to complete the run., No adjustments

can be made on the trip, and the assocclation superintending

the test is to send an observer with every car to make sure

that this rule 1s enforced. The objJect i3 to Leat thoroughly

the reliability of the wvarious e¢ars. About fifty cars are

Lo be . in the test, embracing all the leading makes sold in
Milwaukee.

A hill elimbing test was made in Milwaukee Sunday between
two Kissel Kars and a Stoddard Dayton, a car coating %$2,750

in which the start was made even the Kissel Kar winning out
tvo out of three.

The 1908 model car is now being conatructed at the local

factory ‘and will be finished in about three weeks, It is
to be a beauty.
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A PERFECT DEAUTY
The first Kissel Kar was shipped to Chicago yesterday

The Waupun Democrat last Friday contalned a letter written
the Zimmerman company of that city relative to the body that
firm is making for the Kissel Kar, built by the Kissel Motor
Car company of this clty. The letter is written by Hr. Mec Duffee
of the le buflee Automoblile company of Chicago, which has taken
Lhe contract for dispesing of the entire output of the local
factory. The Zimmerman company formerly manufactured vehlclea
but have discontinued that work entirely in order to build the
boxes for the Kissel Kar which the Me Duffee company will sell
for the local company. The letter follows:

"Gentlemen: - I want you to know how well pleased I was
with my viait to Waupun on Tuesday of this week. I had expected
to find a body which was bullt and rfinished in the same as the
ordinary bLodies fitted to automobiles which sell along at $1800
to $2000. What was my surprise to find the body was in every
way equal to any body I had ever seen on cara selling as high
as 34000, I am satisfied that as socon as that the auto body
* 13 seen in Chicago it will create quite an impression on different

automgbilc experts, as it is certainly a very fine plece of
work.,

The body for tha new Kissel Kar arrived last week from
Waupun and the first ecap equlipped according to the 1907 model,
was shipped to Chicago yesterday where it will be placed on
exhiibition at the Me Duffee garage., The new body is a perfect
beauty, and the very newest thing in touring cars. Its shape
is different from that of the car turned out this summer, being
both longer and broader as well as of a more graceful shape,
The color is however the striking feature, and the novelty is
that it is striped, The main coloras are shades of amber brown,
the body being of a lighter shade that the trimmings. The body
has vertical stripea of a deeper shade of the same brown, about
two or two and a half inches wide, broken with fine and almost
imperceptible lines of black and red. Between these stripes

ia a corresponding stripe of t

very striking, iIs h
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LARGE AUTO CONTRACT

Name i{s "The Kissel" companies.

What was probably the largest contract ever aigned by llartford
parties was made in Chicago yesterday by U. 5. Dist, Atty. Butterrield,
and George and Will Kiasel, the Lhrec representing the Kissel
Hotor Car Company of thia clty. By the terms of the contract
the Me Duffy Auto Company of that ecity agrees to take the entire
output of the loeal auto factory for the coming year, the numbepr
of autos to be delivered to the Chlcago company to be not less
than one hundred. They will take as many over that number as
the local company can turn out, R

The Me Duffy company will be the sole distributors of the
cars made by the Kissel company. As the price at which the
car is to be put on the market is to be $1850; the amount of
money involved in the contract is quite a sum,

The name under which the car will be placed on the market
will be "the Kissel,"

Messrs. Me Duffy, Babeock and Harvey of the Chicago firm
were in the city Monday to look over the local plant, to see
what facilities they had for making the number of machines wanted,
and werec most favorably impressed, They like the car very much,
and while they wish a few minor chianges made in the body, the
chassis will remain as turned out herefore. The body will be
bullt by the Waupun company from deaigns furnished by the Mc
Duffy company.

The closing of the contract meana qulte an addition te
Lthe laboring force of the city, as the auto company expect to
put on fifty more men as fasl as Lhey can sccure them. As soon
a3 they are obtained the machine shop will be run day and night.
As Lhe material is nearly all bought in the rough state, the
greater part of the work will be done in the local factory,
thus glving employment to a large number of hands.

The (irm will commence at once on a number of demonstrating
cars-and cars for exhibit at the auto show in Chicago.

The Mc Dufry company haa been in business for a number
of years, and have three parages, two in Chicago and one in
llllwaukee. They intend to advertise the ecar extensively and
the local firm will also do the same by catalogues and in the
magazines. The local company is freed by the contract from
any worry or bother in disposing of their output, and will thus
be able to put their entire attention to the work itselfl, and
w11l be able to turn out more machines than '~ herwise would
be able to do.
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