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I'm just like you are, busy with every thing to do and
no time to do it! Well, I'm just making excuses for myself
because this newsletter is so late this year. Normally it's
out in May but here at the museum we had a special car show
in May which kept me busy and I wanted to include with this
letter how it all came out.

Kissel owners sure have been busy also. According to my
records 11 Kissel autos and trucks have been found, bought,
or sold. The most activity I have seen in one year since 1981.
Hope all of you are trying to help us to keep tabs on other
Kissel autos and trucks. We don't know anything about "finds"
and "sales" unless some one tells us!

Kissel owner Delyle Beyer tells me that he has an aluminum
casting of the speedometer gear housing for Kissel and many
other cars that used a Warner T64 transmission. They are very '
nice castings but need final machining. If you need ohe send
the museum $75 and it will be shipped without final machining.
Delyle Beyer doesn't have a price yet for one with all the machining
done. Ed Gibes has been working very hard on finishing his
'29 Kissel touring car. It's a real beauty but he needs center
hub controls and linkages to the engine. The museums '30 Kissel
has the center hub controls but we also need the linkages to
the engine. Museum also needs bumper brackets for our '21 Speedster
the diamond type bumper. We're also looking for rear split
bumpers for '30 Kissel and the proper radiator cap for it.
Kissel owner Alfred Koller has been busy working on his Speedster,
he is real interested in getting a 6-45 engine for it without
having to sacrifice his first born son!

I'm sure much more has been going on among Kissel owners
but I can't help much or pass the word if you don't let me
know of your needs. Drop us a line. Let me know if anyone
out there is reading this! Better yet why not send us a little
donation to keep the klub going!
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MUSEUM UPDATE

It was a fast trip from a small auto museum to its present
85 car size. So fast we literally have cars in the isles. It
really has been a great response from the car owners in providing
us with some of the best cars around. Right now we are back
up to 13 Kissel autos. The most recent Kissel loans to the
museum are a 1930 White Eagle owned by John and Jerry Kissel
in Kansas and the 1926 All Year Coupe Roadster owned by Art
Johnson of West Bend, Wisconsin. Of course, we have also increased
our signs and other auto related parts/artifacts. As of this
writing about 10,000 people have toured the museum from 44 states
and 11 countries. We are not even 2 years old! We still can't
claim the high numbers of visitors that so many other auto museums
claim for what I believe are two main reasons: One is we are
not that well known yet and two is our location away from any
large metropolitan cities, also we are about 8 miles from the
nearest part of the Federal "I" system. Our location will pay
off though in the long term. There are not many auto museums built
in a town that built automobiles!

As I have indicated in the past, the museum is not tax
supported. We rely on gifts of cash, artifacts, admissions,
and rental of excess space for warehousing and new industries.
This income so far has kept us going. However, we need to expand
into other parts of the building. We are quite a bit different
compared to many other museums in that we have more than enough
room, We just have to remodel the rooms. This takes money but
not nearly as much as building an addition. Please consider
us in your planned giving for 1988. The museum is tax exempt
and not run by beaurocrates or operated by a large paid staff.
To date staff includes myself, Dale Anderson, one full time
secretary, and one full time maintenance man. In addition,
we have 45 volunteers including Dr. Quandt, our full time volunteer!
As you can see dollar for dollar if you donate to the Hartford
Heritage Auto Museum it all goes straight to where it's needed.

PREMTIER AUTO SHOW

It was a sunny dry day May 22 in Hartford, Wisconsin and
the activity was hot. Seventy-five pre-1949 cars assembled
at the first Premier Auto Show held on the grounds of the Hartford
Heritage Auto Museum. Along with the eighty two cars featured
in the museum, the total show had on display 157 excellent,
museum quality cars. About 600 people from all over Wisconsin
and other states were in attendance. Some of the rare vehicles
that came included: 1917 Dual Cowl Locomobile, 1931 Hudson
Boattail Speedster, Allstate High Wheeler, 1926 Kissel, 1911
Mitchell. Others included: Packards, Buicks, REO, Fords,
Cadillac, Willys Knight, and more.

The Kisselgraph Page 2 June 1988



Page 3

PREMIER AUTO SHOW CONT.

The show will become an annual fund raiser for the Museum.
The car owners were very impressed with the show and the Museum
facility. The general public was equally impressed with the
museum and with the excellent quality of the cars brought in
for the show. The show produced some profit for the museum,
but what really counted was the exposure and good will,

Plenty of outdoor/indoor space is available for up to
300 cars and it is hoped that the second annual Pre 49 show
will fill all the spaces May 21, 1989.

The Kissel Klub historian, Gene Husting from New York,
was also on hand. He was here to help out the museum on some
car restorations and to confer on other matters. Gene a regular
at the Annual Banquet/Meeting will not be here this time. His
schedule is quite hectic and being here for the May Show worked
out best for him.

CAR SHOW/ANNUAL MEETING

This year the Chamber of Commerce operated car show will
be held August 20 and 21st. That means the annual get together
of the Kissel owners, Kissel family members, and museum board
of directors, will be Saturday night, August 20th. The last
two years have been well attended with up to 40 people.

The past two years the banquet/meeting has been held in
the museum. It has not yet been decided to do that this year.
We may go to a local fine restaurant instead. The main reason
for the move is associated with your comfort. By August, without
air conditioning, the museum does get uncomfortable. Any of
you that are planning to come let me know informally so I have
an idea of what to expect. :

This year our special speaker will talk about Kissel engineers
namely Frederick Werner and Herman Palmer. Both credited with
much of the advanced designs of the Kissel autos and trucks.
Our speaker was a neighbor of both men and had quite a friendship
with them. Be sure to bring your questions with you.

While it is still in the planning stages, my understanding
is the Chamber of Commerce Car Show is setting aside space for
clubs and has set aside a space for the museum.

This year then if you bring your Kissel or any other
collector car, you have your choice in displaying it at the
show or at the museum. Either way you can park over night here
at the museum, :
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CAR SHOW/ANNUAL MEETING CONT.

I'm sure we will have a good time and again please let
me know if you plan on being here August 20th.

BOUGHT~-SOLD-FOUNDG -F O R SALE

I'm sure I will miss listing some of the activity and apologize
beforehand if I have forgotten you. So here we go! Otto Meyer's
8-65 Speedster sold to Peter Heller in Ohio. . . The Lakners
of South Dakota sold their 1926 Kissel Convertible coupe to
Art Johnson of West Bend, Wisconsin. . . Found 1916 Kissel Truck-
owner Edgar Cook of Missouri-wants to find recent sales figures for
Erucks. . . Found 1916 Fire truck in California owned by A.

W. Hays. . . Jim Spitzer of Colorado has a 1918 and 1914 Kissel
trucks for sale (unrestored), . . Ed Helling of Colorado has

a 1915 Kissel. . . Two Kissels have new:homes in Washington

D. C. area. One is a 1923 6-55 Phaeton Kissel bought by Dr.
Ken Kissell of Virginia - the other we're not sure of. . . Henry
Schwister's 1924 Kissel - Alvin Kieft's 1925 Kissel - George
Carney's 1929 Kissel-all are for sale. . . Jim Leir in Canada
just bought a 1914 Kissel. . . Ole Simonsen of Norway tells

us he has had a 1927 6-55 Speedster since 1978!. . . R. Howard
and R. Wren are the proud new owners of a very rare 1928 Kissel
White Eagle from the Harrah Collection.

For $1 we can send you our latest roster of the Kissel
Kar Klub. ;

OLD ARTICLES

Quite a few Kissel Kar Klub members wrote us indicating
that they really enjoyed the old newspaper stories about Hartford
and Kissel. Well we aim to please so with this mailing are
some oldies and goodies.
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