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ANNUAL MEETING

Last years annual meeting of the Kissel Kar Klub was probably
the best attended affair in years. Fifty-four people representing’
Kissel car owners, Kissel family members, and museum board directors
were there. A special speaker from Hartford talked about Herman
Palmer and some Kissel family members also talked about Palmer and
other happenings at the Kissel Motor Car Company. As you all know

the Klub is quite informal and we keep the annual banquet/meeting
informal, too. Lots of comradery.

This year the' Annual Meeting will be held August 19th, Saturday
night. This coincides with the Chamber of Commerce car show held 19th
and 20th. We, again, invite you to come. If you can bring your
Kissel, please do. We have a special place here to display it! As in
the past, please let me know if you are coming. Housing in Hartford
is better now for those of you that will be staying overnight:

Motel '8’ 414-673-7431 (New Motel)
Silver Bell 414-673-2232
Jordan House 414-673-5643 (Bed & Breakfast)

If you have difficulty in getting a room, give us a call.

CARESE POR "SALE

In past years a list of Kissels "For Sale" was printed in this
newsletter. Since the newsletter only comes out once per year, many
cars are missed. At the office I do keep a list of what is being
offered and for the purpose of exactness, perhaps, it would be far
better to call or write us here at the museum for up-to-date infor-
mation. Those of you that wish to sell your Kissel make sure that
you keep us current on description and price. With more and more
articles being written about Kissel and the increased exposure of
the cars through museum visitation, more people do ask us what is
available for sale. Don't forget that if you are not interested in
selling, but you want to display or donate your Kissel, call us.
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KISSEL'S SHORT-LIVED TWELVE-CYLINDER "DOUBLE-SIX"

An early era of 12-cylinder cars was born in the U.S.A. when the
Packard Twin Six was ushered in in 1916 as most of us know. It was
followed the next year by Twelves offered by several other manufacturers
including Kissel who, like’'Pathfinder and P.A.L., the latter P.A.
Lozier's successor to the famous earlier Lozier cars, chose to purchase
the engines from an outside Indianapolis supplier, Weidley. These were
overhead-valve, pushrod-operated form with an NAAC rating of 39.7 hp.
meaning large displacement and perhaps as much as 70 brake hp. A
former owner of a Pathfinder found no fault with the engine in his, but
we have heard of the thin pushrods sometimes bending. A contemporary
issue of The KISSELGRAPH carried an article describing an Iowa Kissel
dealer's "fix" for a problem of starved end cylinders on one whereby he
brazed copper tubing leading to the ends of the intake manifolds to
admit more of the gasoline vapor charges to these end intake ports. In:
any event, Kissel discontinued the Double Six, labeled "DB 6", in 1918,
in production for less than two years and after having delivered some
180 of them. 1In appearance they resembled the One Hundred Point Six :
though clearly larger and with a feature usually identified with luxury
cars in the industry in having dimmer or parking lights below the head-
lamps and integral with the bezels of these, an attractive touch.
Wheels carried 34 x 41 tires. For comparison, those of the 6-45 line
were 32-in. When the 6-45 line of Silver Special Sixes was shown as
1918 models but not delivered in any numbers until that June (1919
models), with Werld Was I is full sway the line was limited to open
models at: finst. »But Kissel availed itself of the opportunity to dis-
pose of leftover Double Six bodies, wheels, radiators, and such by !
offering detachable top "All Year" bodies of the DB-6 on 6-45 chassis
or otherwise with 6-45 engines in DB-6 chassis -- which way is not
known. But when there were still bodies remaining but not other DB-6
components, they seem.to have been offered as the detachable open/
closed bodies on 1920 models as well until the razor-enge styling for
1921 closed models took over and Kissel discontinued "All Year" bodies
for good. But when Kissel introduced convertibles, first the 1925
S5-passenger 2-door version and later the 1926 3-passenger, these became
the All Year Brougham and the All Year Coupe-Roadster in Kissel's
revival of that term. The aluminum model we have on display at the
museum is of a 1920 6-45 All Year Touring with the winter enclosure in
place and the second version meaning the new "Fiat-type"' streamlined
radiator and vents on the hood and cowl.

v q

IMPORTANT NE W KISSEL ARTICLES

Special Interest autos - June 1989 Issue

O A : At

A pleasant surprise‘'awaited us when we saw on the cover of the
current issue of tHe above magazine a beautiful picture in color of
George Newhall's 1926 Kissel 8-75 Speedster, and then beginning on
Page 38 an eight-page article with clusters of fifteeg pQgtographs
plus price and specifications pages and some comparative data on
certain competing makes. Author of this excellent artiﬁ}ﬁ'is one
with a first-class reputation, Arch Brown. A subscription to SIA is
$17.95 for one year., Single copies are $2.95 plus postage. There are
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NEW KISSEL ARTICLES CONT.

six issues each year. Part of the Hemmings group, the address is
Box 196, Bennington, VT 05201.

George's handsome Speedster has been in California since new,
and he has been only its second owner, having acquired it in 1974.
The missing top and Woodlites, the manufacturer's name for what were
nicknamed "Cat's Eye Lights" at the time, do not affect its authen-
ticity inasmuch as the California distributor was allowed to incorpor-
ate his special touches in cars his company delivered, this undoubtedly
in recognition of his success in finding numerous buyers among top
movie stars. His advertisements for Kissel Speedsters in California
newspapers showed them with tops removed which suggests that his
Speedsters might have been received with loose fasteners all around the
sides and back, not just for a flap in back as needed for 1925 and
after Speedsters with optional rumble seats. Then, too, the distributor
was permitted to substitute his own names for particular models, such
as "Hollywood" for White 1929 White Eagle Toursters. The article men-
tions that George was awarded a First Place trophy at the 1987 Silverado
Meet, the only time that it has been shown competitively. i

OTHER KISSEL ARTICLES

We believe, as of this writing, that the excellent story by Mr.
Karl Zahm covering the Kissel Motor Car Company is appearing in the
June issue of "The Classic Car". GOl 21Dy

On the other hand, I was just informed that a third Kissel article
written by another author has been printed in yet another magazine! ‘-

The informer told me the article was "full of errors". Both typograph-
ical and historical. -

PTATRETS AVAILABLE

]

Kissel owners Dave Spence, of Arizona and Al Koller, of Washington,
D.C., have been working on their respective cars and have passed along
the following sources for parts:

Olson's Gaskets Has in stock or will make

3059 Opdal Road, East promptly, Kissel 6-38,

Port ‘Orchard, WA 98366 : 6-45 & 6-55 gaskets.

Rhode Island Wiring Service Has wiring harnesses for 1916-
P.,O. Box 3737 ' 1918, Hundred Point-Six,

Peace Dale, RI 02883 1922 '6~45 & 1927 Models.

Pro Antique Auto Parts For 1922 K;Sse}s. '

50 King Spring Road .
Windsor Locks, CT 06096

L]
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PARTS AVAILABLE CONT.

Special Interest Auto Has rebuilt starters.
Keith Blankenship
602 A Street, NE
Ardmore, OK 73401

Carburetor Shop Rebuilds carburetors.
Route 1, Box 230A

Eldon, MO 65026

MUSEUM NOTES

Next month the Hartford Heritage Auto Museum will have been  open
for three years. As you well know, any new business that survives its
.early years is well on its way to a long term existence. We are all
very happy to have made it this far. I want to thank all of the Kissel
Kar Klub members for helping, along with so many others.

Specialty museums such as this do not necessarily appeal to all
people. Attendance, therefore, is not as high as many other types of
museums. I must, however, point out that we have been visited by
people from 42 states and 16 countries.  The overwhelmingly majority
had never seen a beautifully built Kissel before!

Some of you have asked how the museum operates without tax support.
Here is a quick overview. Admission is charged to the public. This
provides about 16% of our income. Cash donations account for 5 to 7%.
The balance is obtained through the rental of our excess space. The
museum building consists of 165,000 square feet. About 70,000 square
feet is rented at very low rates to local Hartford industries. 1In
addition, we are also involved in local economic development by renting
very inexpensive space to starting industries with the goal that once
they are established they will buy land locally to build permanent
facilities. The breakdown of expenses follows these lines: Admissions
and donations are used for the museum operation exclusively. Funds
from the rentals are used to pay salaries, heat, light, etc.

Our stated legal purpose is to make available to the public
artifacts from Hartford's auto heritage. Our methods, while they may

be quite " untraditional by museum standards, is working and accom-
plishing our purpose.

1989
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